


APPLY TWO THIN COATS OF COMPOUN D

Work the room

Pull to cut in.  
Work inside cor -
ners horizontally 
from the inside 
out. Move in this 
fashion from the 
top down. Don’t 
run the knife from 
top to bottom 
with one edge 
tight to the corner.

Move down 
from the ceil-
ing. After the 
baseboard is 
cut in and the 
wall is coated, 
work along the 
ceiling. 

We started in one corner of the room and 
worked from the ceiling down to the base-
board. I like to run the mesh past inside and 
around outside corners by about an inch, then 
overlap the next section. Doing so makes for 
a stronger joint that is unlikely to crack. As 
with wallpaper, we let the mesh run long by 
about an inch at the ceiling and at the base-
board, then trimmed it later. 

The key to rolling the mesh is to have about 
a foot well-adhered before trying to unroll 
large sections. This takes advantage of the 
adhesive’s strength. Using an open palm, we 
smooth the fiberglass over the wall, working 
from the middle out to the edges. Every once 
in a while, it is necessary to peel a bit back and 
reposition it to keep it smooth and wrinkle- 
free. I find it easy to trim the mesh with a 
utility knife and a taping knife or wallpaper 
edging tool.

All-purpose compound  
does the trick

For the skim coat, we used USG’s all-purpose 
joint compound because it is premixed and 
sands easily. To make the compound easier 
to apply, I mix it with a paddle mixer. 

Although a wide taping knife might seem 
like the most logical tool for this job, it isn’t. 
Wide taping knives have a bend in the center 
to help float taped joints. For this application, 
a perfectly flat knife is key. I’ve found that a 
5-in. knife is a good choice. We applied the 
mud in a two-stroke fashion using a 5-in. 

knife. The first coat should be only as thick 
as the mesh itself, so with the first stroke,  
we applied the mud to the wall. Then we 
scraped it off with the second. We also made 
sure to work the knife in the proper direction 
of any overlapped seams so that we didn’t lift 
the mesh. 

After allowing the first coat to dry over-
night, we inspected the surface. We knocked 
off small nibs or ridges with a taping knife 
or with 120-grit sandpaper. We trimmed 
bubbles or wrinkles flush with a razor knife 
and filled them with compound. 

We then applied another coat in the same 
fashion, again removing the excess com-
pound to leave a tight, neat surface. Once the 
second coat was dry, we used a fine sanding 
sponge to smooth out minor imperfections. 
I didn’t worry about areas where the mesh 
was slightly visible because the primer and 
paint would cover them. You also can use 
joint compound to spot-coat areas where the 
mesh sits proud of both coats.

Once the walls were well vacuumed, we 
applied an acrylic primer, then two coats of 
Benjamin Moore Regal wall paint. The wall 
profile and slight irregularities were not 
changed in this project, but the surface is as 
it used to be: even and smooth. �

Tim Leahy is a finish foreman for  
Kirby Perkins Construction in Newport, 
R.I. Photos by Chris Ermides, except 
where noted.

Scrape it off. Pull the compound off the wall. Keep the knife 
tight; the first coat should fill only the mesh. Cover the entire 
wall, keeping this first layer tight to the mesh. Let the first 
coat dry, then lightly sand and recoat in the same manner.

Use a side stroke. Using a 5-in. taping knife, apply the  
compound to the wall with a side-to-side stroke. Be sure  
not to lift the mesh where it overlaps and where it has  
been trimmed. 

5-in. taping knife
Use a knife this size to 
apply the compound 
to a wall or ceiling. 
The work goes quickly. 
Wider knives curve 
in the center, so 
it’s difficult to  
get a smooth, 
even layer.

All-purpose  
joint compound
Coat the mesh with two 
thin layers of all-purpose 
joint compound. Allow 
each layer to dry 24 hours 
before recoating and/or 
priming. A 5-gal. bucket 
of mud costs about $11 at 
most home centers.

Plaster washers  
and screws
Reinforce plaster that 
has pulled away from 
lath with 1 5�8-in. drywall 
screws and plaster wash-
ers (a 120-count con-
tainer costs $20; www  
.charlesstsupply.com).

Adhesive mesh
Apply 36-in.-wide 
adhesive fiberglass 
mesh over the  
entire wall to create 
a strong, unified 
substrate for the 
skim coats. The  
FibaTape Super-
Crackstop (www  
.fibatape.com) used 
here costs about 
$35 for a 75-ft. roll.

BEFORE YOU PRIME, SAND THE HIGHS, AN D FILL THE LOWS

Sand lightly. Allow the first coat 
to dry, then sand the entire surface 
with a fine-grit sanding sponge. 
Scrape down high edges first  
with a taping knife. Repeat  
this process after the  
second coat has been  
applied and dries. Spot-
coat areas where the 
mesh sits proud of the 
second coat.

Cut out bubbles. Check 
for bubbles after each coat 
dries. Cut out the mesh with 
a razor knife. Then fill with 
compound, and sand 
lightly. Some bubbles 
can be cut and coated 
as the compound is 
applied. 

Use wide mesh and a narrow knife
Although covering walls with 
adhesive mesh and applying two 
thin coats of drywall compound take 
a little time, the process requires 
minimal sanding and costs only 
about 35¢ per sq. ft.
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